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differences of philosophy between the two 
societies. 

But let us not look at this issue from 
an Australia vantage point, from believing 
that there’s some inevitable dust-up going 
to occur. I don’t believe that, and I share 
a great deal of optimism that that is going 
to be prevented. From Australia’s point of 
view, well, we don’t presume any kind of 
intermediary role. That would be absurd. 
We have relationships with the United 
States, which I’ve talked about and cat-
egorized in an unambiguous way. Every-
body understands the centrality of that rela-
tionship to Australia. The Chinese under-
stand it. But we are unashamed in devel-
oping our relations with China, and I am 
well pleased with the way the economic 
relationship has developed. And I’ll con-
tinue to do everything I can in the interests 

of Australia to ensure that it develops fur-
ther. 

President Bush. Good job, John. Thank 
you. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference 
began at 11:53 a.m. in the East Room at the 
White House. In his remarks, he referred to 
Janette Howard, wife of Prime Minister 
Howard; and Chairman Kim Chong-il of 
North Korea. Prime Minister Howard re-
ferred to former Chinese diplomat Chen 
Yonglin, who was granted a permanent pro-
tection visa by Australia on July 8. Reporters 
referred to Edith Brown Clement, U.S. Cir-
cuit Judge for the Fifth Circuit; and Maj. 
Gen. Zhu Chenghu of China, dean, China’s 
National Defense University. 

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency 
Blocking Property of Certain Persons and Prohibiting the Importation of 
Certain Goods from Liberia 
July 19, 2005 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a national 
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary 
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits 
to the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect beyond 
the anniversary date. In accordance with 
the provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice to the Federal Register for publication 
stating that the national emergency and re-
lated measures blocking the property of 
certain persons and prohibiting the impor-
tation of certain goods from Liberia are 
to continue in effect beyond July 22, 2005. 

The actions and policies of former Libe-
rian President Charles Taylor and other 
persons, in particular their unlawful deple-

tion of Liberian resources and their re-
moval from Liberia and secreting of Libe-
rian funds and property, continue to under-
mine Liberia’s transition to democracy and 
the orderly development of its political, ad-
ministrative, and economic institutions and 
resources. These actions and policies pose 
a continuing unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the foreign policy of the United 
States. For these reasons, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to continue the 
national emergency and related measures 
blocking the property of certain persons 
and prohibiting the importation of certain 
goods from Liberia. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 

July 19, 2005. 
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NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D 
at the end of this volume. 

Address to the Nation Announcing the Nomination of John G. Roberts, Jr., 
To Be an Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court 
July 19, 2005 

Good evening. One of the most con-
sequential decisions a President makes is 
his appointment of a Justice to the Su-
preme Court. When a President chooses 
a Justice, he’s placing in human hands the 
authority and majesty of the law. The deci-
sions of the Supreme Court affect the life 
of every American. 

And so a nominee to that Court must 
be a person of superb credentials and the 
highest integrity, a person who will faith-
fully apply the Constitution and keep our 
founding promise of equal justice under 
law. I have found such a person in Judge 
John Roberts. 

And tonight I’m honored to announce 
that I am nominating him to serve as Asso-
ciate Justice of the Supreme Court. John 
Roberts currently serves on one of the most 
influential courts in the Nation, the United 
States Court of Appeals for the District 
of Columbia Circuit. 

Before he was a respected judge, he was 
known as one of the most distinguished 
and talented attorneys in America. John 
Roberts has devoted his entire professional 
life to the cause of justice and is widely 
admired for his intellect, his sound judg-
ment, and personal decency. 

Judge Roberts was born in Buffalo and 
grew up in Indiana. In high school, he cap-
tained his football team, and he worked 
summers in a steel mill to help pay his 
way through college. He’s an honors grad-
uate of both Harvard College and Harvard 
Law School. In his career, he has served 
as a law clerk to Justice William Rehnquist, 
as an Associate Counsel to President Ron-
ald Reagan, and as the Principal Deputy 

Solicitor General in the Department of Jus-
tice. 

In public service and in private practice, 
he has argued 39 cases before the Supreme 
Court and earned a reputation as one of 
the best legal minds of his generation. 
Judge Roberts has earned the respect of 
people from both political parties. After he 
was nominated for the Court of Appeals 
in 2001, a bipartisan group of more than 
150 lawyers sent a letter to the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee. They wrote: 

‘‘Although as individuals we reflect a 
wide spectrum of political party affili-
ation and ideology, we are united in 
our belief that John Roberts will be 
an outstanding Federal court appeals 
judge and should be confirmed by the 
United States Senate.’’ 

The signers of this letter included a 
former Counsel to a Republican President, 
a former Counsel to two Democratic Presi-
dents, and a former—and former high- 
ranking Justice Department officials of both 
parties. 

My decision to nominate Judge Roberts 
to the Supreme Court came after a thor-
ough and deliberative process. My staff and 
I consulted with more than 70 Members 
of the United States Senate. I received 
good advice from both Republicans and 
Democrats. I appreciate the care they took. 
I’m grateful for their advice. I reviewed 
the credentials of many well-qualified men 
and women. I met personally with a num-
ber of potential nominees. 

In my meetings with Judge Roberts, I 
have been deeply impressed. He’s a man 
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